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result, though based on a small sample, is alarming. It is all the
more alarming because the departure from random sampling
favours the selection of good teachers. If we took education as
seriously as Stalin takes engineering, we should punish the state-
ment "it is obvious that" with the option of five pounds or
thirty days.

When a mathematician ventilates his views on politics or
biology you will rarely discover any confirmation for the belief
that a native aptitude for clear thinking carries a man very far,
unless it is reinforced by a genuine interest in what he is thinking
about. If any first-year medical student in my classes made the
statements about reflex action contained in Sir Arthur Eddington's
Giffbrd Lectures, I should plough him. I should not do so because
he did not know the relevant facts. I should do so because he
had not learned to reason clearly about them, and I should do
so knowing that I had failed as an educationist in what is the
supreme task of good teaching. Experience has taught me that
there is a powerful psychological resistance to clear reasoning
about reflex action. Perhaps this is because it touches our dignity
on the raw. Be that as it may, it is my first duty to discover and
to remove this resistance. The rest will look after itself.

In education the unforgivable sin is to attribute our own
failures to the inferiority of our victims. The limitations of our
pupils and students make education an exciting adventure, in
which a 'certain kind of modesty is indispensable to success.
Among the laity it is the general opinion that mathematicians
regard themselves as exceptionally clever people. This may be
quite unjust. None the less, it is a special reason for emphasizing
the cultivation of a modest demeanour as indispensable to the
technique of mathematical teaching. Just as the - training of a
mathematician fails to stimulate the art of intimate and engaging
discourse, it does little to encourage the sort of modesty which
good teaching demands. Especially at Cambridge, where gener-
alized ignorance about sex, politics, religion, and most other
topics of foremost importance to ordinary human beings is no
obstacle to a brilliant career, academic success in mathematics